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| ; RY.ROW send hs ir ee to Rob selciole 9, WESSEX AVE. , LONDON, SWw19 3DT. pedir: 
no cover but this page of writing instead.sorry about the lmck of photos.this issues 
CHART:1:1970s THE LICKS(EPILEPTICS),2 DAN DARE THE MEKONS,3 NO BULLSHIT JUST ROCK&ROLL 
SHAG NASTY,4 WHAT DO YOU WANT CRASS,5 HOLOCAUST CRISIS,6 LETTERS IN THE POST THE MEKONS 
7 Ts ELEVISON SABOTAGE POISON GIRLS, 3” WHERES CAP?.KIRK? SPIZZENERGI, 9 MARKER PENS THE RED 
PLAGUE,10 ANIMAL WORLD (LIVE) THE LAST WORDS. 2 ; 

SOD MOD!Especially the Merton Parkas.Just cause the! 
decide to stop being power pop and become mods ever 
yobody wants to know about them.Well heres some band! 
from Merton/Morden SW19 and they're ALL better than} 
those poxy mods.THE PROLES played thier first gig | 
which was pretty bad at the Link Club,23.3.79.The 
lineup then was John,guitar/Lawrence,bass/Dave, drum 
and Mordens onw answer to J.Rotten,Terry Fied,aka 
Dave F.They did Ramones and Lurkers mumbers plus 
several of thier own,but the sound was a disater & 
they wre crap.eHowever..thier third and lst gig to 
date,exagtly two months later,and they had improved 
beyond recognition,and now had a set which was more! 
than half thier own,this being the best of the set. 
John and Lawrence formed the band with the hope of 
recreating some of the spirit of 77,and why not its 
better than 1960 whatever it was.The two Dves left 
in Mat,but they now have a new drummer,and are audi 
tioning singers.They play only for the enjoy ment o 
it and lost 226 at one gig hiring equipment. 
DOGGY RYAN is Mordendatrik Fitagerald and is MAJIC, : 

RIOT are all arond13 exept for copes Fied (ex Prole Wecrambled REVS, ADE. cnumecnenasmean 
and if you keep that in mind they aint bad.THE F4 are soulboys whose own set isnt Wa, 
but when they do other peoples stuff like Cranked up really high of Feel the Pain they 
sound like heavy metal,.THE UNKNOWN-pve trousers,TRB,Mod,soft pop,crapeAs punk as Dollar. 


BELGRADE used to be great,but now I'm wondering. (oF 
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They seem to go purposely out of thier way to be | BESGRADE 
"different"and "disturbing".They like the Godd Mis- 
Sionaries,PiL,The Pack,and Fashion,and are heavily | 
influenced bythem.When they're good they are excel | 
ent,but owherwise the songs fait selfpenned bar 
Chainsmokine by Subway Sect)are Long,cliched and 
Doring.SCRAMBLED ACNE got mentioned in sounds.Big 
Deal,This band used to be like a better version of 
the Lurkers and better live than many dee bands. 
BUT..they started getting clever,slowerxand adding - 
more lead guitar solss,and now they've turneé into. 
across between the Boys and Racey by adding keyboa- 
rdseProggpession inevitable disproved?Hardly. | 
BARRY NORMAL are boring and worse than Belgrade oe 
trying to be wierd.THE VDUs are poppy.Gaoff and Mi 
helle are good singers but the rest of its like | 
Soft rock with a mod guitarist.DYNO ROD what a name 
this band went for about 6 months in early 77 and 
arexsomething of a cult.Like the Swell Maps would i-r gerbii/Vince/bori ris/m ; 
be if they wre any good.Finally THe RED PLAGUE, two: — sian 
bands in one,who are minus a SRpege are practising like mad and shold be doing 
Elz soon. shey do thier own "f nzine''( 2) NO GLUE/SNO GLUE which is bias sien and avai~: 
Exactly what you'd expect able from me.(They only did 15 copies _though). | | o 
from a band withsuch a> = gocmmank none iam citi : ena an pages eee,” 


wunnerful moniker. A 
drum burst, some 
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| STOP PRESS (haha just like in the real papers).I spoke - Penny me 
| ie 03-79 and he tells me thev have finished the new record.It is three 
eee gan thi teen j sides at 45rpm containing 20 new tracks,and a aatlive side (At the No.1 
: 3 
wih alorouly sv Coe ,the Ang®d)Its only£3.He also says the trouble at their last Conway 


strangled ferret vocals. Hall gig was smashed by members of te SWP to forced thier way in to 


Surrey punks disprove j kick any skin in s - 
‘Progresssion Inevitable’ 7 : sight, out despite this the ban nas been lifted.Crass 


tient Poor Cows, ~| SSS Go Like this :SWINDON 22/9,NORTHAMPTON 29/9 NEWPORT 3/10 BRADFORD 7/ 


almost a note fornote } possibly IPSWICH 12/10.7} 
. blag from ‘| Wanna Be * l2/10.The next London gig isnt likely to be until the 


padieiodocanesigtoone tag ee aon the venue could be theMarquee,if they will lower thier 
t j at ced Y sg 
assume they're heavily alae Syren Se geo ee on sor rt out gigs with admission 
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COLIN-VOCALS , KEVIN-GUITAR, DEREK-BASS , RICHARD-DRUMS......... 


i 
= 
Me 


THE EPILEPTICS were a band I'd wanted to see again for a long timejin fact since May | 
when they supported CRASS at Conway Hall.Then at Colombo Hall Paul from Rayliegh gave Ls 
me thier phone number.Colin said come down and see us rehearse and then do the interview — 
eo after a secod chnce of hearing amazing numbers like 1970s,Target,Mental from before 
and sone equally great new ones itwas off to the pubecee. 
ro:SOQ WHENS THE NEXT LONDON GIG? 

ColinsWell we haven't actually got one,but we were hoping to get a lot for when the 
Single comes out . 

re:THE STORTBEAT SINGLE,OR THE ONE YOU WERE GOING TO DO FOR CRASS? 

Colin:The Stortbeat one.1970's,with System Rejects/Hitler was a nazi. 

re3;WELL WHATS GOING TO HAPPEN ABOUT THE ONE ON CRASS'S LABEL? 

Colin:fThey asked us to do a single the day before we went to record the Stortbeat one, 


otherwise we probrably wouldn't have done the Stortbeat,but Crass wanbed us to do a 6 
track 33% recorde | B 
rce:wWHEN DID THE BAND START? cy 


Colin:In about 1978,March or Aprile 
Berelk:It was 1977!We were still at school- 
Colin:We never had a. group though- 

Derek: Yes we did!fIt was up in Clives bedroom thene 

Colin:I got a guitaf and couldn't play it,so I gave it to him (Clive),and Derek just 
used to come round and annoy us,to this blokes bedroom,and we said he should play bass 
for us,but he said playing bass was a morons job,and he still has trouble withit now} 


Then this guitarist here (Kevin) used to be in a punk band round here in 1°76 .called 
The Daleks ad he said Yt we ever wanted to kick the other puitarise Out tate hea play 


for us,so we did.This other bloke did write the tunes to Hitler was a Nazi and Anarchist 
69. 

Kevin:I'd liked them since I saw the name sprayed on a bin in the shopphng centre} 
rce:WEAT HAPPENED ABOUT YOUR OLD 'MANAGER!,HE WAS TRYING TO SUE YOU OR SOMETHING... 
Colin:Well he wasn't really a manager,we just called him that for something to call hin, 


Imean he only got us two gigs,and they were both contests-we sorted all the Crass gigs 
ourselves. 


rcsHOW DO YOU GO ABOUT WRITING SONGS?COLIN DOING THE WORDS AND THE REST OF YOU... 
Derce:c:No,he (Kevin) does very :omplicated stuff which I can't do the bass to! 
Kevin:All Colins songs are about being mentale... 

re:il ALL SEEMS TO BE HAPPENING ROUND HERE,WITH YOU,CRASS,POISONS AND ALL THE OTHER 
SMALL BANDS.. oo | 

Kevin: It is good round here this year but last year it was only the Sodz. 
rces:ARE THERE MANY PUNKS ROUND HERE? | a fA G 
ColinzAbbut three in Stortford,and ten in Harlow} 
re:WHAT ABOUT MUSICAL INFLUENCES? 

Andy:Well Ilike reggae,Joy Division, 
ColinzAnything exept heavy metal ! 

resIFYOU DO SIGN UP WITH STORTBEAT,HOW LONG UNTILL THE SINGLES OUT? 
Colin:Three to four weeks,IF we sign. 

reswHAT IF YOU DONT? ) : 

Kevin:We'll take it to Cragaa amd ask them to do it. 

resSQ YOU'RE THE LICKS NOW 
Derek:Yeah,I mean the Epileptics wasn't a nice name..it did predujice peoples. 

Colin:We got a stroppy letter from the British Epilepsy Assebecause they saw the posters 
for the Bradford gig,which we never did cause the van broke dow.e. - 
Kevin:"Concieted jocularity"they accused us of..” | , 


Derek: They said every member of the group had to be a 
‘using the name. 


Kevin:I think thats stupid!I mean,like if we all had one leg each and called ourselves | 
the Amputees,people would just feel sorry for useImegn whats the vniont? 

Derek:Anyway,I don't think the name matters, ; 

resHOW OFTEN DO YOU MANAGE TO DO GIGS?AND ABOUT HOW MANY HAVE YOU DONE NOW? 

Colinz:We first did a gig with Crass in a place called the Basement 
from Uonway Hall in Sept.78,and since then we've heen w 
first time we saw them we thought they wre Nazis,b 
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Colintand all that,then they started singing Punk Is Dead and i thought 'veah'.I went 
up to the bass player to ask for a badge,and then asked if we could support them,so he 
gave us their adress and said comeround and we'll see if we like it..anyway we didn't _ 
go round there,but in January they rang up and said would we do a gig in Bradford with 
them.Bradford was miles away and the van broke down,amd we got there about 11.30, but 
they gave us a tenner for turning up.Then we did a gig at this teds place,The Railway, 
and at that time no punks were coming to see us cause we didn't come from Harlow.Then 
it was Deptford,that turned out to be a shambles.. LAJDY D NID 
Kevin:Didn't we do Conway Hall before Deptford? ti” j ) a iJ 
Colinzoh yes,we did.Anyway,Deptford was a mess.It was going to be from 12 to 12, and. 
then 2 to 12 and they still expected all the bands could all play.. fw a 
Kevin:Then it was Stanehenge,with Crass~ ee a 

Derek: Rayliegh was first! -\ ae 
Kevin:Yeah,this 'manager'bloke got us into a melody maker contest down thereiWe Came. 

on first and reakly went down well with the crowd all pogoing,but we came last.One of 
the judges was a Bay city roller, 

Colin:Then it was Stonehenge,which was another Shambles,when they said we'd be on at 
eleven and then changed it to two,plus we weren't prepared,l mean Crass had tents and 
all that but we didn't know..After that was a gig at Ealing broadway with the Satelites, 
who were nazi but didnt say so until suddenly they started shouting seig heillan d all 
thegr lot started throwing chairs through windows and in the end ethey had police with 
dogs down there, 

Kevin:We've been slagged off a lot locally,because we werent from Harlow,cause we were 
anti=Stortbeat,until everyone came round to our way of thinking,cause of being too pop= 
ular round here,cause we had a bloke in from Saffron Waldon and he wasnt from Harlow-= 
Colin:Punks round here tend toget on your tit.Its all very cliquey. | 
Kevin:Also we've never been trendy like some bands round here,which I thibk is good. = 
méan when we were popular for that bit and doing a concert a week we were just rat™ yg 
it out,not caring what it sounded like and getting shitty. 
“x3DO YOU THINK WHEN THE SINGLES OUT STORTBEAT WILL ORGANISE MORE LONDON GIGS FOR XY. 
KevineThey might do.. 

Colin:The thing is,with a single out it'll be easier to get gigs.sefore we did send @ 
tape to John Peel and he liked it but John Walters didnt. 

Kevin:We got a hoax call saying we'd got a segsion.In the end it turned out to be done of 
the 'managers' mates having us on. =a om oy 
Derek:Well I've wn 
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= We're not joking eith 
-for when one~of South 
West: -London’s:: 


punk rock bands,. the. 
_Proles,. ~played..at. . 
' concert in the Link youth: 
‘club in -Edge Hill, Wim- 
bledon;. last’ week. they 
played : for: freez:. And: it 
‘cost them £26 out of their’ 
own pockets: to: hire the- 
equipment. 5 
And just te prove that 
all s don’t revel in: 
muc they. helped to- 
‘sweep up  afterwards..”_ 
Earlier they had been a ~. 
sweeping. success in @ ., 
different way and took = 
several encores, ©" = 
. The Proles believe — 5 
strongly that punk has _ 
become . too com- = “| 
mercialised, with many of | 


se oa 


the top bands~charging- - 
such high fees that many - 


the £3- that is often | | 
charged for :seats at ~ 
concerts, > eal 
The group can’t afford 
to pay £26 ier equipment 
every time they doa gig 
but they will play 
anywhere just for ex- © 
penses. unk, they 
reckon, should be like it 
was when it all started, 
with-- musicians doing 
their own things when, 
_ where and how they want - 
'{o. To contact the band, 


1A WEEPING SUCCESS. Stage manager Stephen Moy, un 
15A Lauret Road;Raynes Park; John Higgins guitar; 142.Weistwa : ! 
; (usually a railway carriage). John’s brother Laws ce, bass, was ors his way home when the photograph was take 
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ing that Toyah were playing only tobe confron4 -_. ee ee 
ted by the Psychadelic Furs,we went to this CO.53 TTe euyzustois jue 
neert (4D1984) at Fulham Greyhound in not qui itnbe sty [Te pue peddery 


such an enthusiastic mood as usual.Anyway,aftetory ueeq Sey saeiszedns 
a heavy metal disco,it was announced that the 


support band hadn't turned up.eThen this bloke duo 
got on stage and started talking about fun tks 


ings like meltdowns,which I still dont know 
what they are as some bigmouth was shouting 


his mouth of in my ear.The gig was against nu 
Clear powerwith loads of interesting leafletsd 


The group hit (?) stage dressed in semi-Crass 
uniforms,exept the singer had to be different 


and have a red suit,and set up.They have one 
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guitarist,drummer,keyboard player and Singer, | @UUTD FUUTD BuUTD BuUuTtp 

and a lead bass (?2?)and ordinary bass.The | SuUTD BUUTD euUtp euUTD 
4 2 2 * a ss 

lead bassist sits down and has millions of PCG euutp euutp euute euutp 


euUTp BUUTD BUuUTp 
: ‘eee eso. toe 
PUODN{TSAO 4USTA 9q TT, 2m, 
hos *Sutyeeds ytdmse:*y*5 
Yyesutz suoydyztdwuazy ayy 
UsyM STALEY [Toy 09 Burt 
FPUSISTT ere mam0oM pUe pexy 
efoq ayi pue ytduazy*qdeo 
PTTUMUPOM****aTOZ SATIBA 


als that make some really wierd noises.They dd euutp 
a set that seems to be wholly numbers against | 
nuclear energy with titles like White Hot Mel 
down,Darkest Night,and thier single on Voyage 
,the Russians are Coming.The set is good but 
all the numbers are a bit long,the singer kee 


lapsing into heavymetal style vocals and the 
lead bass could do with being a bit less to 


the front.Also they didnt finish until tts 
which meant we had to leave before the end.Anveaastos aTqqng eATSNToOxXae 
way,they were better than the Police,who also § /asnToed au1 ut esnoyg e 
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ete?e?9 in Brixtin.Crisis are having a meeting with two Norwegians to discuss their 
upcoming tour of the country After going to the wrong house we eventually found then. 
and started the interview with Doug,Lester,Luke and Tony of the band plus some matese 
Q@:HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN GOING AS CRISIS? 
Doug:Well theres three original members left now,lony Lester and Me,we lost quite a 
few drummers and a singer,so about the begining of 1977. | 
Lest:We used to be good then! 
Q:HOW DID YOU MANAGE TO PUT THE SINGLE OUT? : 
Doug:Well,what happened was,Peckham Action Group rang us up and askeduss to do a march 
for them and thier campaign against the town hall.eWe did the march sand then a week or 
two later they rang up again and said “We're thinking of putting out a single ",so I 
Said “"Oh,Fab"and didnt really think much more about it until suddeny they rung up again 
and asked if we'd written anything yet,do I said noeLester and I decided: to phone Tony 
because we thought we thought they might be quite serious abput the record,and in 5 
Beconds he'd written the songs so we were alright! 
Q@:WHO WRITES. THE SONGS THEN? 
Doug:The basic bits are me and Tony,but everyone else puts in their bit to contribute 
to is 
Lest:iI'm the one that makes them sound goode 
Q:WHEN YOU STARTED,WAS IT BECAUSE YOU ALL HAD THE SAME THING IN COMMON POLITICRLALY ,OR 
WAS IT BECAUSE OF,LIKE THE PUNK THING? 
Doug: It was really a mixture of them both,but what I wish was that the left would see 
us on thier side instead of the enemy.I mean we feel more alienated at thier gigs than 
ordinary oneseThey dont give us any credit,and the money we Get they don't even donate 
in our name! 
Q@:WOULD YOU SAY THEN THAT THEY ARE JUST USING YOU? 
Doug:Yeah,most of them couldnt give a fuckeThe Left in general are really wierd, theyre 
still scared of punk,and thats why a lot of progress hasnt been made STs cay oe 
Q:POLITIUAL PROGRESS OR FOR THE BAND? 
Doug:No,for the punk movement. 
Q:WELL WHAT PROGRESS WOULD YOU HAVE LIKED TO HAVE SEEN? 
Doug: i personally would have liked to have seen it become a vanguard,all thats happ? 
ened is that the right wing now have got a strong base in punke | 
Q:AT CROYDON,THE ORGANISERS TRIED TO CHUCK YOU OFF-~ 
Doug:YeahiThat was really bad.eWe saved that gig.That morning they rang us up and said 
they wre hiring a 1000 watt peae,so we need not bring along our 100 watt.We went up 
there,and what do you know,they'd got a 100 watt with no mikes or leads,and said "This 
is the best we could do"Yet they had told me a couple of hours earlier they wre getting 
the 1000 watt.So I was really pissed off and decide@ we'd go back to Woking to get our 
peaewhich was a 2-3 hour drive,there and back,and even after that,they quibled.They 
wouldnt even give us the money we had asked for,which was dirt cheap,£50 or something 
around there,dirt cheap considering as a group we didnt make anything out of the gig 
plus going back and forth and all the other hassle.They just turned around and ssaid 
"Look at all the hassles WEVE ha@Yand it wag only thier fault,after boasting about 
being th most organised RAR group in the country,and then,when we eventually went on 
stage around 11,some policemen appeared,gandthese people were totally intimidated and 
Satrted saying "Quick,call off the gig", and trying to pull us off st 
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NORWAY..CRISIS returned from Norway on the 18th. after playing around 20 
to good receptions,exept for the fact that no-one moves about out there,and Ln the pla-=- 
ces with seats they're forced to sit down by bouhcerseThey did the concerts with the 

reggae band SIGNUS,and supportedi by Norwegan bands,those the band liked being The Belsen 


Boys,and Norwegan Cramp,both of whim play totally self penned sets rather than loads of | 


other peoples stuff,which most other bands dideThe new single WHITE YOUTH/UK 79 should 
be out within a weeke (ALGO GCGNCEETS ted ENGLAND ED Ups) 
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Lest:..the worst people are usually the so called pillars of society-Mrs.Thatchers 
probrably the symbol for all that,our own prime minister voting for capital punishment. 
Q:WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT MOD? : 

Luke: read the other day an interview with the secret affair and it was saying how 
nice and smart all these mods are,and this mods says "punks are really gonna get it nei 
and how they're out for punks? 

Tony:When the revival started it was nothing,so hecause it was new it was on the front 


of the NME and next day... 

Doug:They all go on about punk not progressing,but if mod isn't RETROgressive,I dont 
know what is. 

@:BUT CAN YOU SEE ANYTHING CHANGING? 
Doug:Everything'’s got to get worse before it cqn get better.When I first heard the 
Clash it kept me going for months,so if we can achieve that ror a few people, then we've 


Served our purpose. 
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This was the second vig organised oy 
on the, first one with CRISIS, Timemmo. 


$ eo bane raes a noise: Aat dere &. $0 bet Eakee Phe St nese ine 
guitars make a terribke lead bash the bass hurts your bolbocks.The drums were inaud ° 
Thier titles are things like SILHOUETTE,whichwent on for about Raine ree would have 
i? 3 ne tune but it lapsed into abou our,getting progressi | 
cee ea Se ee — ee eee try and hea is before forking out.THE ADMINISTRAT? 
ORS wereband of the evening the majority of the crowd,but me and my mate thought they 
were as bad as THE LEOPARDS.They came on,and just pissed about on stage for 10 minutes if 
not more.The singer is the eldest but they all look around 18.They tune up,then tune up 
again.The crowd start saying get on with it and at last they do.The firt number is un= 
believable.Its great.or is it?after 4 stop/starts and a lead solo its a lesson in how | 
to ruin a perfectly good song.All this at a volume level that would make Motorhead feel | 
like gerry rafferty!If you thihk your band could do better(not hard by my reckoning) - 
and want to help RAR ring: PERVEZ 673-0853 or JO 228-7000 evenings. 
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What x great day this could have been if those bunch of idiots who ggt on stage and 
threw bottles and generally acted like a: load of baboons in the zoo had stayed £28,The 
first band of the day were THE VERDICT who might be doing another gig for Wandsworth RAR 
seon.They could have been a lot better if the} shortened the songs and didn't let them 
get all bland in the middle.The three in the group write the songs,like Subway 4,DJ Girl 
Dont Blame it on the Working Man,(boring)and the Bassist and Guitarist share th e vocals. 
After they went of we went off to get something to eat.Returned to never enedingreggae 
sound system so went off to the small stage to see THE SPOILSPORTS an all girl motown 
band who came on nearly an hour late and weren't much cop.Back to the big stage and SLF. 
SUSPECT DEVICE is first and the atmosphere is amazing.Next is RUDIS HERO and already 

the apes are trying to get on stage and fighting. LAW&ORDER STRAW DOGS and CAN'T SAY CRAP 
ON THE RADIO with its Capital Clash pisstake at the end,the best thing they've done in 

a long time.People-sorry,the monkees were now clambering all over the stage and one cleve 
chimp managed to get on to the power line and dagle 30 foot above the cwowd.Well done mat 
to the gorrilla who kicked a girl helper into the crowd you must be a real man,Bottles 
flying all the time and lots of people getting hit.Eventually the novelty wore off and 
the apes all went back to thier caves and Misty came on. : 

the thanks corner:to BEEF at PARAPHANALIA which is in Croydon and well worth a visit. 
sells fangiges records clothes etc.get to west croydon station and go down station rd. 

to Skey,Bob Worm,Charlie RED& Dave of THE PLAGUE/RED for being the greatest bandsjever. _ 
lp chart:1 WINTERLAND LIVE/SEX PISTOLS 2PINK FLAG/WIRE 3REHEARSALS/THE MEKONS 5/138 ALIVS 
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THE first time 4+ heard CRASS was when a mate said listen to the FEEDING OF THE 5000 
in a record shop in Putney.Impressed bar a couple of tracks we went to see them at | 
the Conway Hall with Charge who wre ok but went on a bit too long,and the great Poison | 
Girls.Afetr that we went to all their London gigs,and it was at the Hope and Anchor, 
where like most peple we didn't get in,we arranged an interview for 28.7.79 with Andy 
Palmer,the guitarist,and Penny Riiabaud,the drummer.eThe Sunday of the interview,it 
turned out,was after the puncgheup gig at Colombo Haiti..We got to Crass early and woke 
half of them UPe¢e 
Q:FIRSPOFF CAN YOU GIVE US A BRIEF STORY OF THE BAND? 

Steve:We started about two and a half years ago.I'd written about four songs and 

wanted to start a band.Originally it was going to be just drums and vocala,with Penny 
on drumseMore people came here and wanted to join in until the band reached lts pres= — 
ent line upeWe didn't sit down and think "Oh we'll have. an 8 piece hand with two giris — 
" thats just how its bnhilt up. | ; 
Penny: The first song Steve and myself did was "Owe Us a living",just drums and vocals, | 
it was just the same really,with me drumming<-oh and saying "course they dot, : 

Q:YOU SET OUT WITH THE MUSIC SECONDARY TO PUTTING ACROSS A POINT OF VIEW THEN? 
Andy:Yes,it was always the words first,them the backinge 
Q:HAVE YOU WRITTEN ANY MORE NEW SONGS RECENTLY ? 

Penny:Six that we're working on at the moment. 

Andy:A lot will have changed though before our next gige 
Penny:What we try to do is instead of some bands who go on and try to make variety 
by doing something differently,what we do is a set thats built up over two years, : 
juggling bits in so it very slowly chnges.A lot of what we do is to create a situation’ 
and let peple make thier own minds Kpe 
Q:HOW DID YOU COME To ene THE FEEDING OF THE 5000 FOR SMALL WONDER? 


Steve:Some bloke at my mates house was doing record displays for S.W.and@ he heard one 
of cur demo tapes, took it in to Small wonder and said "Right, listen to thisThen th hey 


decided they wanted to do a single,"Owe Us a Living".We said what did they want on the 


other side,and he said he couldnt decide as he liked all of it,so we decided to do the. 
léNand get it all on exept for three tracks. 
Q:WHY THi CHANGE TO YOUR OWN LABEL FOR ASYLUM? 


Andy:What happened there was,the 5000 was recorded and set up,and the master pressing 
went to the pressers,who sbvmeuely listened to the first track,and said they wouldnt 
press the record unless this track was taken off.So we said no,it was very important 
to us,and tryed to work out other ways of pressing it,but no-one else would do it,so 
we said ok then,so long as none of the others come off.The reason they wouldnt press 
it was because they said it wee blasphemous,but theres a lot of stuff equally "blas= | 
phemosus"on the record.Now we've managed 60 put it out ourselves for cost pr ricesAsy1um | 
was an important part of what we wanted on recomi,and now we've done it, 

Q:If COMES rte BETTER ON RECORD,THOUGH IT: SOUNDS LIKE YOUVE ALTERED IT A BIT NOX, 
Penny:Yes,we've changed it now. 

Q:HAVE YOu DECIDED ON THE NEXT SINGLE YET? 

Andy:We're doing a double version of the 5000 for S/W,we're . recording 1t now,and we ‘re 
going to carry on putting out smaller records ourelves as cheaply as we cane 

Q:YOU LISTEN TO OTHER PUNK BANDS THEN? 
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- Penny:When we can,but most of them are shit. 
~ Q8AS THE BAND GETS BIGGER WILL eS START TURNING TO BIGGER HALLS? 


_Andy:I dont thinkkso. t 
Penny:I think we'll get bigger,but I dont think that we'll play "Big" Bae I mean 

it would have to be on our termsSe. 

Andy:l think once you consider playing places like the Electric Ballroom,youve also 

got to consider that people who run these places are only in it forsmoney,so they are 
going to rip people off,also we'd have to contend with the fact that these people em-= 
ploy bouncers,and phaeee going to be 2-Zthousand people there.I think even though 200 © 
people didnt get inot the Hope and Anchor it was still an event,rather than just going 
down to the E.Ballroom and paying £2050 to see just another band,which is what wed be, . 
and then oe home again as if nothing had ties eager at all. 
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Penny 3 hat will be the last gig we'll do under other peoples organisabllone 

Steve:Even the bands,about twaty of them started to fight with each other at Deptford. 
Penny:its wrong to blamethe skinheads entirel},everybody was to blame Last night,inc~ 
Luding us.Theres so many things involved,but no-one wants to go up there when you know 
theres going te be trouble, 

Q:HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE ANARCHY YOU SING ABOUT AND IN YOURMANARCHY AND PEACE"? 
Andy:lts not chaotic,it doesnt mean ing round smashing everything up,its just a dife~ 
ferent way of going about en life,not destroying everything. 
Penny:l think it means destroying a wrrierse.slast night some women with eee eee 
Were in the baitete scucees up the lavotories and mirrors when Joy went in there. 
Weil they can afford to do that because they dont need to piss maybe,but when they get 
home,they'11l be glad of a nice clean bogeI mean,real anarchy would be knowing you could 


gnit without a lock on the door,knowing if someone suddely comes in theyre not going 

to abuse you,or find you abusing yourwelf.eAnarchy is freedom, movement,like knowing you © 

Gont need locks,not smeshing things upeil mean wahts the difference be twewn punks wearing 

anarchy armbands who smash up bogs and skinheads? 

Steve:People tend toe use the word anarchy as an excuse to punch someone in the mouth. 

Andy:The definitions "to destroy systems",but really it should mean rethinking, changing 

SYSTEMS. 

Q:WOULD YOU SEE YOURSELVES AS A SORT OF STEPPING STONE FOR PEOPLE,SO THAT THEY CAN 

FORM DECISIONS AND START SOMETHING MORE LIKE YOU'D WANT TO SEE? 

Penny:No,not what we'd Like to see,what THEY would like to seeeEven if it means somecne 

turns inte a violent nazi,at least they have gone through a series of questions to get 

there-if its only ten people in the whele time we've eventuallyplayed who have asked 

@ cerles of questions about themselve and come up with real answers,then thats 
¢ 


mattersein the end its up to people to make up their eee 
Qi: THINK YOU SAID THIS YOURSELVS,BY THE TIME YOURE OLD ENOUGH TO FORM YOUR OWN POINT 


what 


ea’ 
OF VIEW,YOU'VE HAD ALL THESE STANDARDS PUMPED INTO YOU,AND ITS VERY- 
Penny:It boils down really to the greatest act of courage,saying "Thats what I believe 
in,thats what I want,and I'il pursue it",standing up against all this conditioning.It 
takes enormous courage to face your own fearse 
Q:WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT PEOPIE CALLING YOU "MIDDLE CLASS"? 


Annie:Al1 this class business is amazxingBushell claims to be working for the unde erpriivel 
Ldged@,and rules out two thirds of the world. | 


Penny:1 think its silly-you cant help where you were borneif I could have chosen, then r 
would have siad the South of France,somewhere nice and comfortable.l didnt want to be 
borm in Middlesex,thats just where I happened to pop oute 

Annie:I mean all this class stuff ,all it boils down to is different sets of shit, 2 
werking class shit,the image I went through,is different to middle class or aristocratit 
Shit,but everybodies been indoctrinated with something,whethsr its to be a general or aa 
Squaday e 

Steve:l “suppose Lt could be labele@ working class,where I came from and me accent,and 
Garry Bushels idea of w/c is a stupid thick idiot with a cockney accent. Well ok,maybe 


I've got the accent,but I'M not gonna play on the fact that I'm stupid.I'm just as 
intelligent as everyone elsee f 


Pete:l think there's a thing of making a personal attack on Bushell.I dont think it is 
personal .eHe's working for a corporation that gets its money @rom advertising... *™ | 
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@ALL THE GlES Youve DONE TO DATE HAVE BEEN BENEFITS. DOES THAT MEAN YoU DONT > TAKE 
~ ANY MONEY? 
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Whats léft of the Nashville 16.8.79,and all is well.eA bigger turnout than the last few 
times theyve played to see SPIZZENERGI and the other band of the evening, THE LAST WORDS 


who came on: pretty soon after we got ineThis ¢ . \ 
re e geoup are bleedin ood,and have a great 
set which includes theRough Trade single ANIMAL WORLD sexept ite : lot fast s/eoliur Live: 


When they first came on we thought they were going to be mod ,owing to the guitarist and 
bassists appearance.They started: with ANIMAL WORLD and played a Sham-ish set with other 
numbers like @ Years,Australia,No Music.They went off after around 40 minutes and got an ° 
encore,which was Animal World.They playedthe Electric Ballroom,but I couldnt go as I was | 
in Somerset ,and got poxy reviews,but bis band deserve to bee seen somewhere GOOD,like the 
Hope & Anchor.They went down pennie well at the Nashville and deserved a better single. 
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SHAG NASTY have a single out on thier own label,called NO BULLSHIT JUST ROCK & ROLL.Maybe 
the title sounds like status quo or some load of crap like that,but its not a bit.Its 4 
Minutes of fast guitar bash and is great.Bought the single in Bath of all places,and rang 
George,their manager,up to see about doing an interview.wWe arranged to do it after a re- 
hearsal in Holland Park,but I couldnt mat there.At that time,the band were hopeful,despite 
the fact that they have only been able to get a bare mimimum of gigs.However,the rehearsal 
we were subsequently to meet at was cancelled owing to the dparture from the band of guit- 
arist Riff Star,leaving the other 3,Nick,Gary and Tosh with a bloke called tony helping 
them out when he could as hes in another band.Because of this they have also had to cancel 
a gig they arranged with a youth club in K;ngston on the 6th.Oct.They are now due to play 
Bansfield Youth Club(Bansfield Ave.off Tudor Drite Kingston) on the tenth.Charlie Harper 
has said he will try and get Shag Nasty in as supprort sometime ,which would give them the — 
size crowd they deserve,and George reckons they'd blow the Subs off stageinyway ,more detail. 
and hopefully an interview soon.Ring George on 937-8791 or 267-5511 if you want the single 


or can help out with gigse ) 
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The Fulham Greyhound this particular 
Tuesday was the scene of much annoyance 
and confusion.According to SBUNDS,The 
PACK were playing.On our arrival it 
turned out the poster said THE PACT. 
Never mind,prehaps this band are goode 
We are destined never to find out thoug 
as they have pulled out of playing at 
literally the last minute.So what is 
left after this mass shambles? A band. 
who have appeared from nowhere with a 
jname so bllody long its not wortgh keep 
writing,and PACT support,THE CRITICS. 
Eventually after a dire disco dj,Splodgs 
came on half an hour late.Visually they 
are one Darts sax player,one gangly 
sulted guitarist,a bassist/singer that 
looks like one Of the Radio Stars,a 
dancer and a hardly notiveable drummer, 
and finally a person whos beer gut pokes 
out from under a tank top.Anyway,thms 
wierd mob start with a theme tune (7) 
around 30 secs.long a.d then the singer 
introduces the frst number called Micha 
el Booths Talking Bum.Not knowing who 
M.Booth is this choppy number failed to 
do anything at all to me.Next is another 
"bum'song ie about piles.The music is 
pretty average strait rock.Another song 
about pilchards&bums.A bit where the 
guitarists swap around and the singer dc 
es a solo about a pint of lager and a 

Se — ; bag of salt & : 3 7 

Ss On the road to success: The Merton Parkas, “THK one WAS | .Jby a horrible Lead Oh ene ae 
Le2GERY. NERY HIT ey A Bus CAST NIGH HAK Great western Bogey wePer. Several non- 
afemorable numbers,then the second to last improves and is a great tune,but cant remember the 
vords,and the lst ones good too.They went off to a good reception from down the front,alth- 
sugh 1 personally didnt see a thing in them.They had previously been banned for 4 gles,so 
we were told by one of thier followers,as they changed the name to SBLODEBUMSABUTTOCKS.and 
vere playing minus a keyboard player and proper bassist.They're also playing the 10%Ciu 
on the 15th,Oct. ’ Clr. ee eee ae ee en ec © 
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GRAF X/THE MESS 
THE LICKS/THE KLINGONS. 
BISHOPS STORTFORD 23.9279. 
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Arrive early at Triad and into the hall...on stage were the band we were going to miss 
thanks to British Rail and the great "Last train! doing a soundcheck.Ugh.These are tHE 
KLINGONS,a Souxie sound with a Blondie style vocalist (?)Thier soundcheck lasts about 
quater of an hour as they throw about a wierd slow number followed by @ wierder slower 
number.Most people there seemed@ to like them,but I thought they were BORING.The guitarist 
kept poxing around with some pedal all the time,the bass didnt really contribute anything 
the drumming was good,the only thing that didnt keep chopping and changing all over the 
place,and the vocals were D.Harry courtesy one D.Harry lookaiike.If all their numbers are 
like that them I'm glad I missed them,and if they're not I cant say I'm sad.GRAF X did 

a soundcheck next.This ws called Halucination (possibly)and was really good.Then came the 
turn of the LICKS (alias the Epileptics), and after a debate with prat from Klingdns who 
dont want them to do it they do. | 

Less tan half an hour later the thing starts.Unfortunately we missed the first GRAF Xx 
number as we were in the pub bit separate to the stage.As it turned gut is was Halucinati: 
which was a bit of a blow.Anywy the rest of the set is similar,again Souxie style,but 
they were twice as good as the poxy Klingons.Underwater is another good number and The 
ManeThe bass is inaudble,ths singimg is exellent,exept for being rather Souxie,the guitar 
"teratey"to use its owners description,even though klingom had to alter the sound,and 

the drumming in time even if it was very basic.Once again the idiot from the klingons 
succeeded in being a pain up the arse by telling them to go off before they'd finished 
thier set.After some of the beside of Cut,the MESS came on.A pretty apt name that.They 
played an average set of average Ramone sound alikes and even did Rockaway Beach.They 
seemed to be enjoying it,as did the crowd but it wasnt really memorable.More Cut and 
after what seems like an age the reason for our Mammoth trek out into the country,THE 
LiCKS,came on stage.They start with ANARCHIST 69,which gets a few people moving,then on 
into TARGET.Twonumbers and they've knocked the rest of the evening right out the window. 
They slow down for MEN AL,and Colin rolls into a ball has fits.The sound isnt too great 
because turd from the Klingons wouldn't let Kevin use his own fuzzbox,aind everyone else 
has to have low volume.WHAT HAVE YOU GOT TO SMILE ABOUT?,1970s,ANDY PANDY,TUBE DISASTER 
all follow in rapid succsesion,Colin climbing off stage and generally going mad.All ths 
Songs come alomg and its tard to compare them with anyone else.Prehaps a bit ATVish but 
they have found a genuine sound of thier own without being boring,a tuneless racket or 
electronic.TWO YEARS TOO LATE,another fast one,DEBDEN(I think)following on rapidly and 
then its SYSTEM REJECT,which is slow,similar style tm Alternatives on the frst ATV lp, 
but itsabout the medias treatment/reaction to punk.The big skinhead(sorry,no name)comes 
on and plays second guitar.This is tre singles beside,and slowly builds up into the 
bionic(?)(only word I can think of)HIYTLERS STILL A NAZI.After this seemingly very short 
number,and a set of around 55 minutes they went off,and we went back to the station, 
wondering when this baad will be in Lomdon again. 


= Pm een aaa 
3aFP |je@2=N=AGI 
pape eae 
eee Started the set with Pete and Spizz coming on stage in red&green wigs singing Dag=- 
wood Stage and pissing about with kazoos and toy trumpets.This was a great laugh.However 
this time Jim thie bassist and Mark keyboards come on first and do a number(?)on thier 
Own,a wirerd boring mess,as was the set even when Spizz and Pete came on.This carried or 
for quater of an hour or so,untill the drummer coles on.From the moment he starts playing 
the whole group liven up and it seems like a different gig.Capt.Kirk,Amnesia,Cold City 
and a. different version of Red&Black.SoldierSoldier,the new single,(which goes ona nit} 
and the majic b side Virginia Plain.A new one,by Spizz,Becoming Known,which is slowish 
but still good,the drumming adding a lot,and hot mating a take-over bid like some heavy 
metal band,or even some punk bands.They come back for an encowe which is Capt.Mirk ancd 
Spizz gets pulled over the monitors into the crowd and under a massive bundle.Off they 
go and back on again for Cpt.Kirh with Spizz now leaping into the arowd.They did some 
cther mumbers I cant remember,but they never did 6000 Crazy once.Prekaps they feel the 
Same way to that as Wire did to 1¢XU,which is a shamw,in both cases, 


AND NOW..its the "I cant believe it'cornerwhich is dedicated to the MEKONS for SELLING 
OUT.The best band in the world become the new "thing" at virgin hippyhouse and who knows 
there might even be a CARRI ON MEKONS in two years.Who will bother to see them now they 
are going to be on T.0.7T.P?huh¥Thats what I call obsceneOh yes,whatever happened to THE 
DESPRATE BICYCLES?Anyone know?. | 
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Tit THE EXPLANATION YOUVE.ALL BEEN-LOOKING.F FOR 


Yes its the ‘Gaee core TES you didn’ ‘like DRY “ROT ote: and say why & if you did send any 
rubbish you want.Didnt want to have a fanzine with 13 pages so heres one more.And NOW ees 
adverts (all two of them) | 

A. NEW BAND FORMING IN CROYDON/WALLINGTON AREA NEED A GUITARIST.RING GEOFF 

THE RED PLAGUE WANT A DRUMMER.NO FLASHY BITS REQUIRED,JUST OWN KIT AND ABILITY TO KEEP 
THE BEAT.WE LIKE MEKONS/CRISIS/SPIZZ/AND SOUND LIKE A CROSS BETWEEN EATER&CRASS.RING sTEVE 


ia a Lae eee oea een atea ttOe June to September to get out so christ knows when no, e a 


vome out.Dont know what will be in it exept the other Crass tape. 
Anybody from round Morden in a band will get a mention if they 
wri ring aven if I dont like the eee 


see ya 
, Sone 


. - — REND 
DONT BUY SAXON P.A. EQUIPMENT.THE ONLY WORD. FOR IT IS CRAP.ITS CHEAP,SHODDY,FALLS TO BITS 
IN YOUR HANDS AND A 100 WATT P.A. ISNT AS LOUD AS A SOWATT FyA.L.COMBO,ALSO THEY CLAIM A 
TWO YEAR GUARANTEE BUT ARE VERY STROPPY ABOUT TAKING THE JUNK BACK.BE WARNED. 
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Price a ad 

i what if Kenny "americn accent"Everett did it first.Heres the ueauete 2 
Oo mind,not in any particular order. 

1:adam & the ants..so whats so brilliant about them? heavy metal 
e:goog missionaries...pink floyd 1979 S$ a me 
5i:fashion...dvleep bleep honk squark Qo E CISGRACE 
4:sweil MapS*+pathetic,call it punk b> get it sesenben © 
5Siian dury...ereasons to hobble into obscurity 123 
6:merton parkas..sound like racey TWANG 
7:cockney rejects..single sounds like a jig 
Siback to zero,,saw them at fulham.worst band fh, 
9:the members..yawne pooFS GZsZb Qraga AMER, 
10:Human League..bllep i bas honk squark fart & 
11:tubway/nman etc.ebleep yawn fart honk ava 
j2:the pop group...beyond earache & above noise barriart a | 
13:the knack.."they ARE punk-i read it in the paper"crap. Va ee 
14:the leopards..crashBOOMsmashSKREEEEE more like a KGB torture 
15:sploge etc...am I the only person wo finds them BL ae 
16:cardiac arrest..ep is"dissapointing"shall we “Sel 
17:the police...roll 8 songs into one & succeed 

18:chaz & dave...more predictable songs about the Poff 
19:lonesome no more ..why on earth do heavy metal band oe aw ores 
20:the klingons.. blondie meets souixie with a turd on guitar DONT VSe 3 
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Cards on the table time—t’ve 
“Never Deen a great fan of THE 
FLAGS I’ve oe found their 


rand of arty-farty rock di 
not my cup ae, istinctly 


niga can : knock their 

essionalism, though. Their 

albums are well- porudeas and all 
that, they just seem SO remote 
from what it’s all about. 

Still this reunion album iS 
certainly every bit as good as their 
last—which proves | Suppose that 
they haven’t lost their touch 
despite Slipping into the sort of 

gr middle-age the inside Sleeve 
depicts so embarrassingly. 
po Stil don. t ge the m Au 
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MANICURED NOISE =" 38tes. 


Saw this band support WIRE. at the Marquee in late 1978. CtounT ER PA x 
They opened with a not bad number in which all ths singer did was 
count 12345678910.after this number he left stage looking embarresed. 
The rest of the band are a girl bassist,another girl on drums,which 
she plays really well(not poxy solo stuff gust intresting drumming) 
a bloke who acts like a junkie on lead guitar and a: wally/prat/idiot 
on flute/saxaphone that I reckon ruins the entire sound.Also after 
this gig a few of us applauded & he went off last,saying sarcastisly 
"Thank you very much for being so kind¥ Then a few weeks later they 
supported the FALL,and had got miles better.The singer now sung all 
the numbers from a bit of paper, but at least he sung,and the sound 


was better.The first number is called Music A. and is majic.The last 
number is called Music B but this is boring.They have a great song 


called"counterplan"and the rest of the titles have been forgotten by me,but there was some 
great stuff in between the clarinet/saxaphone/flute bits.eWe also had a running joke after 


seeing them the first 


time because the guitarist thinks hes ritchie blackmore and uses the 


stupid tremolo arm a lot,in fact too panini much its oC they are a band well worth 


seeing. 
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